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DON’T DRINK 
AND DRIVE
Think twice before getting behind the 
wheel while inebriated.

We all like 
a tipple 
every now 
and then. 

As the Lunar New Year 
approaches, there will 
be ample opportunities 
to down your favourite 
drink. But one of the 
main things to note is 
that drink-driving is not 
only a serious offence in 
Singapore, it’s also just 
plain dangerous. If safety 
for you and your loved 
ones is something you 
cherish, then you may 
want to take note of these 
eye-opening facts about 
drinking and driving.

ALCOHOL LIMITS
In Singapore, you can 
be charged with drink-
driving if your breath 
alcohol content is more 
than 35 micrograms (μg) 
of alcohol per 100ml 
of breath, or more than 
80μg of alcohol in 100ml 
of blood. What you also 
need to know is that, even 
if the alcohol content is 
below the legal limit, you 
can still be convicted of 
drink driving if there is 
evidence to show you are 
incapable of controlling 
your vehicle.

SAFETY MATTERS

PENALTIES
Drink-driving is 
governed in 
Singapore 
under Section 
67 of the 
Road 
Traffic Act. 
First-time 
offenders 
will be fined 
betwen $1,000 and 
$5,000, and could 
be disqualified from 
driving for up to 48 
months. In general, the 
penalties are higher the 
more alcohol there is 
on the breath. Repeat 
offenders could be 
fined up to $30,000, 
and may even be jailed 
(up to three years) and 
undergo a session 
of caning (up to six 
strokes).

EFFECTS ON DRIVING
Think again if you feel 
you can drive after 
drinking. The alcohol in 
your system can reduce 
your coordination, 
impair vision, reduce 
reaction time and affect 
how you judge speed 
and distance — all of 
which make you a 
menace on the road.

Australia: 0.05% (0% for learners and 
provisional licence holders)

ALCOHOL LIMITS 
AROUND THE WORLD
Blood alcohol limits vary from country to country. 
Here is a sampling:

Singapore: 0.08% (80μg/100ml of blood)

 Malaysia: 0.08%

 Japan: 0.03%

 South Korea: 0.03%


