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The Basic Car Maintenance Clinic conducted by AA teaches motorists 
about key engine parts and their functions.

BACK TO BASICS
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Singapore is 
one of the 
most expensive 
countries in the 

world to buy a car, which 
is why a big concern with 
owners is keeping the 
vehicles running problem-
free.

That is one reason 
why the AA-organised 
Basic Maintenance Clinic 
can be of great benefit 
to those who own cars 
as well as those looking 
to buy one. This is 
especially so if you’re not 
technically inclined.

Conducting these 
clinics is Mr Vincent Chia, 
Executive, Technical 
Services at AutoSwift 
Recovery Pte Ltd, the 
AA-owned subsidiary that 
offers towing and other 
technical services for 
members. With more than 
40 years’ experience, 
Chia is a veteran who is 
still enthusiastic about 
the auto industry.

“I’ve been giving 
these clinics since early 
in my long career in the 
technical auto industry,” 
he says. “Automotive 
engineering technology 
may have changed, 
but some of the basics 
of how a car functions 
remain the same.”

He shares that the 
course lasts about two 
hours, and is held six 
times a year.

Topics covered during 
the clinic include engine 

oil and filter, timing belt, 
brakes, fuel line as well 
as battery and steering. It 
also provides safety tips 
to keep in mind when 
checking your car.

“One of the most 
important benefits of 
understanding your 
car is the reduction of 
maintenance cost,” adds 
Chia. “By identifying a 
problem early, you can 
save a lot of money. For 
example, if there’s a small 
oil leak, addressing it 
early may set you back 
only a few dollars to 
replace a faulty plug. But 
if ignored, it may cause 
your engine to seize up, 
which will require an 
overhaul that will cost 
several thousand dollars.”

Car owners here may 
not like to change their 
own engine oil, but they 
would love to save a buck 
when they can.

Please refer to page 58 
(PITSTOP — Workshops 
& Courses) for the next 
available session of the 
Basic Car Maintenance 
Clinic. It costs $18 for AA 
Members and $28 for non-
members. The course is 
conducted by AA and held 
at AA @ GB Point
535 Kallang Bahru
GB Point
Singapore 339351 
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