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Regular basic maintenance of your vehicle not only extends its life, 
but also saves you money in the long run.

CARE FOR YOUR CAR
 WOR DS  

 TA N J U KUA N G 

W e love our 
cars; we 
really do. If 
you compare 

the state of our private 
vehicles with those found 
in other metropolitan 
areas around the world, 
you’ll agree that we take 
good care of them — at 
least on the outside.

While we have no 
problem keeping our 
cars shiny and clean, we 
also need to take some 
time and effort to ensure 
that they are in tip-top 
shape under the hood 
as well. By that, we mean 
basic maintenance. 
Paying attention to 
the mechanics of our 

vehicles will certainly 
help to maintain their 
efficiency and, most 
importantly, prevent 
major breakdowns, 
which are likely to burn 
a hole in our wallets.

So what can we do 
and where do we start?

With today’s high-
tech engineering, our 

cars are more complex 
than before, so it’s best 
to leave major servicing 
at key mileage levels 
to the experts at the 
registered workshops 
of your car’s make. But 
there are a few things 
you can do on your own 
to keep your car running 
smoothly.
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15 month
 Warranty

1 to 1 
Immediate 
Exchange

16GB
MicroSD

Card

Taiwan No.1 Dashcam Global Brand 
Now available at AAShop at GB Point and 51 AMK 

•Front 1296P + Rear 1080P 
•All-glass Lens
•Built in GPS with speed alerts
•Parking Mode
(With Smart Box Cable)

Dual
Lens

Omni Direction
Recording for
maximum safety

$299

Built In 
Wifi

•1080P/30FPS
•All-glass Lens
•Built In GPS

•1296P + F1.8 Aperture 
•All-glass Lens
•Built in WIFI
•Built in GPS

Most Affordable 
GPS Dashcam

The Simplest Wifi
Dashcam 

Most Affordable 
Dashcam

•1080i/24FPS
•720P/30FPS
•All-glass Lens

www.mio.com/sg

MiVue 698 Bundle with Smart Box Cable

$449

$149 $99

Showroom and Service Centres : (Authorized Distributor Navicom Technology Pte Ltd)
51 Ubi Ave 1 #01-22 Paya Ubi Industrial Park
Singapore 408933 
Tel: 6296 8238
Operating Hours: Mon to Fri 8.30am to 5.30pm

1 Coleman Street #04-15 The Adelphi 
Singapore 179803 
Tel : 6333 4193
Operating Hours : Mon to Sat 11am to 7 pm 

www.eway88.com
sales@eway88.com
www.facebook.com/eway88
Free local shipping within 3 working days
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TYRES
These are the only parts 
of the car that literally 
connect you with the 
road, so it’s absolutely 
essential that they are in 
the peak of health.

You should check your 
tyres regularly, ensuring 
that the pressure is even 
through all four wheels 
as well your spare one. 
Rotate the front and 
rear tyres every 5,000–
10,000km.

Check the tyres for 
wear and tear — uneven 

wear indicates that 
they are not mounted 
correctly. In every tyre, 
there are tyre wear 
indicators running across 
the tread in the grooves 
between the tread ribs. 
Once these indicators are 
visible and flush with the 
treads, it’s time to replace 
the tyre. If the indicators 
are not visible, measure 
the depth of the tread 
with a thin ruler. Replace 
the tyres if the treads are 
less than 2mm deep as 
as it might affect braking 
distance. 

Drive smoothly if you 
want to extend the life 
of your tyres, as sudden 
braking and sideslips 
increase the rate of wear.

COOLING SYSTEMS
Liquid-cooled cars need 
to have their coolants 
close to full at any time.

Vehicles today use 
special coolants with 
very high boiling points. 
Check with your car 
manufacturer on the 
type of coolant used in 
your model. Tip: when 
the temperature reading 
on your dashboard is 
uncharacteristically high, 
the coolant level is likely 
to be low.

You should also 
periodically check radiator 

hoses and connections 
for leaks, cracks or bulges. 
Every three months, 
have your coolant 
condition checked by an 
experienced professional. 

ENGINE OIL
Few people check their 
engine oil often enough.

Engine oil functions 
as a lubricant to reduce 
wear and tear in a 
combustion engine. If 
the oil level becomes 
too low, you risk engine 
damage. Burning oil or 
leaking oil can cause 
drops in the level.

Checking the oil 
level in your car is easy 
and should be done 
each time you fill up 
the petrol. Locate the 
dipstick in the engine 
and remove it when it’s 
sufficiently cooled. Make 
sure that the oil mark 
is above the minimum 
level. If not, top up the 
oil to its original level in 
the engine.

By the same token, 
oil filters should also 
be changed regularly, 
so check your owner’s 
manual to find out how 
often you need to do so.

 
BATTERY
You can think of the 
car battery as the heart 
of the engine, and 
it’s worth keeping the 
“ticker” functioning well.

Make sure that the 

battery fluid level is at 
the full mark with regular 
checks. To do so, remove 
the caps on the top of 
the battery and look 
down into each cell. The 
liquid level should be 
above each cell and just 
touching the filler neck. If 
the liquid level is not even 
in all the cells, there may 
be a leak somewhere. Use 
only distilled water to top 
up the battery fluid. 

Furthermore, you 
should check to ensure 
that the battery cables 
are tightly connected and 
corrosion-free.

BRAKES
Needless to say, your 
brakes make all the 
difference where safety is 
concerned.

Ensure that you check 
your brake fluid level in the 
brake reservoir. It should 
be between the minimum 
and maximum marks. If 
you change the hydraulic 
brake fluid on your own, 
make sure that it conforms 
to the manufacturer’s 
specification.

Tyres should be 
replaced when tyre wear 
indicators are flush with 
the treads

Make sure 
your coolant 
conforms 
with your car 
manufacturer’s 
requirements

Few people check 
their engine oil 
regularly

You can check 
your brake fluid 
level at the 
fluid reservoir
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STAY SAFE
It’s great that you’d 
like to carry out basic 
maintenance on your car, 
but do so with 
safety in mind. Here 
are a few tips.
1 Make sure the car  

has cooled down 
before carrying out 
checks. 

2 Don’t smoke or allow 
naked lights near petrol 
or battery acid.

3 Avoid skin or eye 
contact with battery 
acid and petrol.

4 Roll up long sleeves 
and secure loose 
clothing.

While maintaining your 
car engine helps, these 
useful tips can also 
make your driving more 
efficient:
1 When moving off, 

accelerate gradually, as 
hard acceleration will 
burn more fuel.

2 Maintaining a speed 
of 80km/h when road 
conditions and speed 
limits permit is the most 
economical for the 
majority of cars.

3 Service your car 
at intervals as 
recommended in the 
service manual.

4 Replace spark plugs 
at least once a year or 
every 20,000km.

5 When refuelling, higher 
octane doesn’t mean 
higher power for your 
car model. Follow the 
recommendations of 
your car manufacturer.

FUEL-SAVING TIPS

Visually check the brake 
hoses and lines found 
at the undercarriage for 
proper installation, chafing, 
cracks, deterioration 
and leakage. Replace 
the damaged part 
immediately.

Also check your brake 
pads for excessive wear 
and calipers for leakage. 
When checking your disc 
rotors, make sure that there 
are no irregular grooves 
or rough spots on them. If 
there are, they may need 
to be changed.

Replacing worn brake 
pads and calipers 
helps keep you safe 
on the roads


