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S N A Z Z Y  C O U P E S
REVIEW

In our practical world, 
two-door sport coupes 
may not be high on 
the shopping list when 

it comes to cars. But 
there is something about 
zipping around town in a 
snazzy two-door coupe.

Sure, four-door 
sedans can seat a family 
comfortably, and sports 
utility vehicles can haul 
everything and the kitchen 
sink. But if you enjoy the 
road-holding of a sport 
coupe, and the ease in 

squeezing into a tight 
parallel lot, then maybe 
one of the four featured 
here ought to catch 
your eye. If anything, 
they offer a certain auto 
panache that few other car 
categories can match.

Practicality 
notwithstanding, 
these two-door sport 
coupes put the fun 
back into driving.

PRICE

$94,999 (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1591CC,  
4-CYLINDER, DOHC
POWER

130BHP
TORQUE

158NM
0-100KM/H

11.5 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

190KM/H
TRANSMISSION

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4220 (L) X 1790 (W) X 1399 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,650MM
KERB WEIGHT

1210KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

6.99L/100KM
CO2

163G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

KOMOCO MOTORS PTE LTD, 
6475 8888

PRICE

$114,800  (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1390CC, 4-CYLINDER,  
IN-LINE TURBOCHARGED

POWER

120BHP AT 5000RPM
TORQUE

200NM AT 1500-4000RPM
0-100KM/H

9.7 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

200KM/H
TRANSMISSION

7-SPEED DUAL-CLUTCH 
AUTOMATIC

DIMENSIONS (MM)

4256 (L) X 1810 (W) X 1460 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,578MM
KERB WEIGHT

1,245KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

6.3L/100KM
CO2

147G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

VOLKSWAGEN SINGAPORE, 
6474 8288

This car defies the 
conventional idea of 
a mainstream coupe. 
Its asymmetric design 
incorporates a door at the 
driver’s side but two on 
the passenger’s. Odd as 
it may sound, this three-
door layout makes it so 
practical to get in and out 
of the rear seats on the 
passenger side that you 
begin to wonder why all 
coupes aren’t made like 

After a hiatus of 16 years, 
Volkswagen decided 
that the lineage of the 
Scirocco was worthy 
of a third-generation 
successor. This was, after 
all, a hugely popular 
sports car that sold close 
to 800,000 units between 
1974 and 1992.

The new Scirocco hit 
our roads in the first half 
of last year. This facelifted 
hatchback coupe comes 
six years after the car was 
launched here in 2009. 
The mid-life rejuvenation 
of most German 

this. Hyundai has done a 
good job of integrating 
the extra door into its 
body frame so that it 
still looks every bit like a 
coupe.

The car was launched 
in 2011, but a refreshed 
version arrived on our 
shores late last year. The 
model update saw newly 
designed 17-inch alloy 
wheels, a revised front 
grille and hood, as well 

automobiles happens 
around the four-year 
mark, so this latest model 
seems long overdue. 
Nevertheless, it is a 
testament of the longevity 
of its design – that with 
just some minor styling 
tweaks, the coupe can still 
hold its own among other 
contemporary rivals.

Exterior modifications 

 H Y U N D A I  V E L O S T E R 

 V O L K S W A G E N  S C I R O C C O  1 . 4  T S I 

WE LIKE …
THE SURE-FOOTED 
DRIVE THAT ALMOST 
FEELS LIKE A GO-
CART WITH OOMPH. 
THE APPEAL OF 
THE CAR LIES IN ITS 
COMPACT DESIGN, 
YET ITS REAR CAN 
ACCOMMODATE 
TWO AVERAGE-
SIZED ADULTS 
WITH REASONABLE 
COMFORT.
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as an enhanced 7-inch 
touchscreen audio system. 
The 1.6-litre engine 
produces a respectable 
130 horses, although 
you wouldn’t be in this 
car for the acceleration 
thrills. The 11.5 seconds to 
100km/h is a slight snag 
to the decently appointed 
car, since coupes often 
personify sportiness, 
which in turn gives the 
imagery of a speedy drive.

are minor. A sporty 
new grille makes the 
car look more eager to 
pounce, and it looks even 
sharper with the new LED 
daytime running lights. 
Tail-lights have also been 
redesigned with LED 
as standard. Inside, the 
most obvious change is 
the addition of the three 
auxiliary instruments 
– charge pressure, 
chronometer and 
engine oil temperature 
– integrated above the 
centre console.

The cosmetic 
changes, while subtle, is 
a tasteful enhancement 
to its already handsome 
exterior. Yet it is during 
the drive that the Scirocco 
shows its supremacy. 
With little body roll, 
precise handling, and 
a newly introduced 
1.4-litre TSI engine, it is an 
economical and zippy car 

 WOR DS  
 GER A L D KOH 

We often just think 
of Korean vehicles 
as reasonably priced 
workhorses. But the 
Veloster certainly has the 
X-factor to qualify as the 
suave bachelor’s vehicle 
of choice. And with its 
attractive price tag, the 
young at heart – as well 
as the young driver 
looking for his first set of 
wheels – will need very 
little convincing.

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

that’s a joy to manoeuvre 
through our city streets.



WE LIKE …
THE EXHAUST 
NOTE, COUPLED 
WITH THE S-TRONIC 
GEAR BOX, MAKE 
THIS SOUND LIKE 
A THOROUGHBRED 
SPORTS CAR (AND 
WE’VE NOT EVEN 
MENTIONED ITS 
GORGEOUS FAÇADE).

H I G H W A Y34

Up to two decades ago, 
a BMW would invariably 
feature near or at the 
top of the list for those 
who were in the market 
for a premium coupe. 
The famous Bavarian 
motoring company 
produced gorgeous-
looking coupes from 
as early as 1966. This 
segment has today 
gotten a lot more 
crowded, as various 
luxury marques have 
upped the ante with their 
two-door offerings. Even 
then, BMW’s 2 Series 
coupe remains a class 
act, proving its worth in 
design, styling, engine 
refinement and handling.

The 220i coupe is 
the replacement for the 
120i coupe – a model 
that is deemed young 
in the BMW line-up, 

considering that the 1 
Series was introduced 
only in 2004. If you aren’t 
familiar with BMW’s new 
naming convention for 
its cars, you would’ve 
thought that the 2 Series 
coupe is naturally the 
big brother of the 1 
Series. With increased 
exterior dimensions, 20 
litres more boot space, 
as well as 21mm more 
legroom and 6mm 
more headroom than its 
outgoing predecessor, 
that notion does seem 
to actually hold some 
truth. It now cuts a more 
elegant figure due to its 
larger frame, compared 
to the slightly stunted 
proportions of the old 
model.

Acceleration through 
the 2-litre twin-scroll 
turbo engine is smooth 

 B M W  2 2 0 I  C O U P E 

 A U D I  T T  R O A D S T E R 

PRICE

FROM $180,800 (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1997CC, 4 CYLINDERS TWIN-
SCROLL TURBOCHARGER
POWER

184BHP AT 5000-6250RPM
TORQUE

270NM FROM 1250-4500RPM
0-100KM/H

7.0 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

230KM/H
TRANSMISSION

8-SPEED AUTOMATIC
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4432 (L) X 1774 (W) X 1418 (H)
WHEELBASE

2690MM
KERB WEIGHT

1350KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

6.0L/100KM
CO2

139G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

PERFORMANCE MOTORS LTD,  
6319 0888

and effortless, while 
handling is authoritative, 
something you wouldn’t 
expect any less of in a 
BMW anyway. And it 
isn’t just about arriving 
in style – the 220i coupe 
also treats you to a 
superior level of standard 
equipment, along with 
quality cabin fittings. *PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

WE LIKE …
IT LOOKS DASHING 
AND FEELS EVERY 
BIT LIKE A SPORTS 
COUPE, WITH 
COMMANDING 
POWER AND SOUND 
HANDLING. THE BMW 
BADGE ADORNED 
ON THIS FINE 
AUTOMOBILE IS THE 
ICING ON THE CAKE.

PRICE
$250,700  (WITH COE)*

ENGINE
1984CC, IN-LINE 4 CYLINDER, 

EXHAUST TURBOCHARGER 
WITH INTERCOOLER

POWER
230BHP AT 4500-6200RPM

TORQUE
370NM AT 1600-4300 RPM

0-100KM/H
5.6 SECONDS

TOP SPEED
250KM/H

TRANSMISSION
6-SPEED S TRONIC  

DUAL-CLUTCH
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4177 (L) X 1832 (W) X 1355 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,502MM
KERB WEIGHT

1425KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

6.7L/100KM
CO2

156G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

AUDI CENTRE SINGAPORE,  
6836 2223

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

When Audi positions 
its four rings on the 
bonnet – as it does with 
the R8 – it means the 
car growls a little fiercer 
and lies restless to run 
amok at your command. 
All other Audi models 
sport the four-ringed 
emblem on its grille. 
Not the third-generation 
TT, underscoring its 
demeanour as a high-
performance sports car.

If you’ve got a little 
more to spare but don’t 
want to fork out supercar 
dough, the latest TT 
Roadster should be 
a consideration. This 
car looks compact yet 
aggressive with its soft 
top on.  Drop the top in 
a mere 10 seconds and it 
becomes one seductive 
headturner.

Beauty here isn’t just 
skin-deep. It’s the first 
model in Audi’s fleet that 
showcases the carmaker’s 
virtual cockpit, where  
the tachograph and rev-
counter are displayed on 
a 12.3-inch TFT screen. 
This replaces the regular 
analogue instrumentation 
and MMI monitor. The 
round air-conditioning 

vents are reminiscent 
of jet engines and add 
a nice avant-garde feel 
to the interior cluster, 
although we find rotating 
the vents like a watch dial 
to dictate the direction 
of airflow slightly 
challenging. Another 
new addition is a voice 
control that understands 
everyday phrases, almost 
like Apple’s Siri 101.

Is this worth parting 
a quarter of a million 
dollars for? Seated inside 
a well-crafted cabin, 
with the wind in your 
hair, and an exhilarating 
drive delivered from a 
silky-smooth engine that 
certainly feels much more 
than its 230 horses, we 
say: “Heck, yes!” (That is, 
if you have that much to 
spend.)
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