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REVIEW

chances are you are in 
the market for a mid-
sized sedan.

With softening COE 
prices over the past 12 
months, Asian-made 
sedans have become 
sensible buys again since 

their open market values 
are more proportionate 
with current COE 
prices. We zoom in on 
four models from the 
perennial favourite Asian 
brands that offer the 
most bang for your buck.

Four Asian-made 
four-doors that 
balance comfort with 
performance.

Although we are now 
officially into the third 
generation of the Mazda 
6, the flagship model 
actually has a 45-year 
heritage if you include 
its predecessor’s life 
cycle from 1970 to 2002 
as the Mazda 626. This 
car is the first model that 
took on the brand’s new 
naming convention in 
an attempt to revitalise 
its image and design 
philosophy. You don’t 
even have to know that 
the 6 has sold over a 

million units since 2003. 
The sheer number on our 
roads speaks volumes for 
Mazda’s wildly successful 
rebranding efforts.

And what’s not to love 
about the latest iteration? 
With sexy curves and 
unassuming poise, the 
already gorgeous car 
gets fitted with improved 
elements that should 
stir some discomfort 
among its rivals. Exterior 
changes are subtle and 
few, but the bolder front 
grille and the new-
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generation adaptive 
LED lights are enough 
to grab your extended 
gaze.

More significant 
enhancements went 
into the interior. In line 
with contemporary 
styling, a freestanding 
centre display screen 
is now mounted on the 
dashboard. Mazda also 
implemented its first 
Electrical Parking Brake 
system into this facelifted 
model, engaged by 
lifting a small switch-

like lever. A slew of nifty 
safety features have 
also been introduced, 
including Active Driving 
Display, essentially 
Mazda’s version of a 
head-up display. 

There are three 
power plant variants to 
choose from, including 
a 2.2-litre clean diesel 
engine. If you select the 
top-of-the-line 2.5-litre 
SKYACTIV-G gasoline 
engine, it will come with 
a gorgeous set of 19-
inch aluminium wheels.

SENSABLE 

WE LIKE…
…THE REASONABLE 
PRICE POINT. BESIDES, 
YOU ARE NOT ONLY 
PAMPERED WHILE 
SEATED INSIDE, BUT 
YOU ALSO ARRIVE AT 
YOUR DESTINATION 
IN STYLE SINCE ITS 
DESIGN ELEMENTS HIT 
ALL THE RIGHT NOTES.

PRICE

$131,388 (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1,998CC, 4 CYLINDERS, DOHC 
16-VALVE
TRANSMISSION

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC
POWER

163BHP AT 6,000RPM
TORQUE

210NM AT 4,000RPM
0-100KM/H

10.5 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

205KM/H
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4,865 (L) X 1,840 (W) X 1,450 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,830MM
KERB WEIGHT

1,454KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

5.9L/100KM
CO2 

138G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

TRANS EUROKARS PTE LTD 
T 6603-6118
*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

If you are a family-
oriented person 
looking to purchase 
a car that can be 

a workhorse for your 
daily commute yet 
offer reasonable space, 
handling and comfort, 
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Since 1982, the Camry 
has been a stronghold 
for the world’s biggest 
automaker. It was the 
fifth best-selling car 
globally in 2015, and has 
been the top seller in the 
US for 14 straight years. 
In truth, Lexus took its 
cues from the Camry 
in its first ES model, 
and that relationship 
continues to this day – a 
testimony to the Camry’s 
superior platform as a 
mid-size sedan.

As Toyota’s flagship 
model, no effort was 
spared to improve the car 
with every design iteration. 
A large trapezoidal front 
grille greets you on 
approaching the facelifted 
seventh-generation 
model. 

Some will love this 
bold new façade, but as 
with all daring changes, it 
will have its fair share of 
critics too.

But step into its 
interior and that’s when 
all will give their nods 
of approval. After all, 
it’s hard to nitpick and 
find fault with premium  
wood-grain finish that 
adorns a spacious 
and luxurious cabin. 
There is also a newly 
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WE LIKE…
…THE INTERIOR, WITH 
FINE EQUIPMENT 
FITTINGS TO MATCH, 
SUCH AS AIR GESTURE 
CAPABILITY AND 
HIGH DEFINITION 
MULTI-INFORMATION 
DISPLAY. developed seven-inch 

InTouch Telematics 
infotainment system that 
allows for, among other 
smart features, Internet 
browsing and voice 
command functions.

The Camry is often 
also a popular choice as a 
rental for holiday-makers 
because it accommodates 
five adults in comfort and 
has luggage space for 
up to four golf bags. Not 
many mid-sized sedans 
can state this fact in their 
resumes. It reinforces its 
versatility and practicality 
as an everyday family 
vehicle, having resonated 
with buyers for over three 
decades and registering 
sales of over 20 million 
units along the way.
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PRICE

$139,888 (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1,998CC, 4 CYLINDERS, 
16-VALVE DOHC

POWER

164BHP
TORQUE

199NM
0-100KM/H

10.8 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

187KM/H
TRANSMISSION (MM)

6-SPEED SUPER ECT
DIMENSIONS

4,850 (L) X 1,825 (W) X 1,480 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,775MM
KERB WEIGHT

1,480KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

7.1L/100KM
CO2

167G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

BORNEO MOTORS 
(SINGAPORE) PTE LTD 

T 6631-1185

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

SEDANS
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There are reasons why 
the Sonata is one of the 
more popular saloons 
on the roads today. The 
car is spacious enough 
for ferrying passengers 
comfortably and is 
economical to operate. 
More than seven million 
units have been sold 
since its inception in 
1985, and many more 
seem destined to fly off 
the production lines with 
the seventh-generation 
launched last year.

The latest version has 
come a long way from its 
modest beginnings. At 
first glance, you’ll notice 
some resemblance to 
the Genesis, Hyundai’s 
top-end luxury limousine. 
After all, it makes 
complete sense to draw 
its design inspiration 
from the flagship car 
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because the Sonata 
is today playing in a 
segment where it needs 
to fill bigger shoes.

There continues to be 
an abundance of room 
in this Sonata, with 510 
litres of boot space and 
a cabin size that’s even 
better than that of a 
handful of premium mid-
sized limousines. It also 
showcases thoughtful 
and superior features 
such as HID headlamps, 
welcome-light door 

PRICE

FROM $115,999 (WITH COE)*
ENGINE

1,999CC, 4 CYLINDERS, DOHC 
16-VALVE
POWER

152BHP AT 6,200RPM
TORQUE

194NM FROM 4,600RPM
0-100KM/H

11.1 SECONDS
TOP SPEED

200KM/H
TRANSMISSION

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4,855 (L) X 1,865 (W) X 1,475 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,805MM
KERB WEIGHT

1,460KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

7.9L/100KM
CO2

184G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

KOMOCO MOTORS PTE LTD 
T 6475-8888

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

WE LIKE …
… THE SPACE! BUT IT 
ALSO POSSESSES THE 
SOFT TOUCHES THAT 
MAKE IT A COMPLETE, 
DESIRABLE AND 
REASONABLY PRICED 
PACKAGE.

handles, a selectable 
drive-mode system and 
keyless stop-start button 
ignition. One innovation 
we particularly like is 
the Smart Trunk System 
for the occasions when 
your hands are full with 
grocery bags, and the 
boot automatically 
opens when you stand 
for three seconds with 
the smart key in close 
proximity to it.

Perhaps not everyone 
may think that the 
Sonata’s fittings are 
comparable to that of 
their more established 
Japanese counterparts. 
But all things considered, 
you are also parting 
ways with less cash for a 
more-than-decent large 
family car. 



WE LIKE …
… ITS SUAVE LOOKS, 
AND THAT IT COMES 
PACKED WITH NICE 
FEATURES LIKE 
PADDLE SHIFTERS AND 
ELECTRONIC PARKING 
BRAKES – STUFF 
USUALLY FOUND ONLY 
IN MORE PRICEY CARS.
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PRICE
$121,999 (WITH COE)*

 ENGINE
1,999CC, IN-LINE 4 

CYLINDERS, 16-VALVE
POWER

161BHP AT 6,500RPM
TORQUE

196NM AT 4,800 RPM
0-100KM/H

10.7 SECONDS
TOP SPEED
202KM/H

TRANSMISSION

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC
DIMENSIONS (MM)

4,855 (L) X 1,860 (W) X 1,465 (H)
WHEELBASE

2,805MM
KERB WEIGHT

1,450KG
FUEL CONSUMPTION

7.8L/100KM
CO2 

182G/KM
DISTRIBUTOR

CYCLE & CARRIAGE KIA  
PTE LTD 

T 6427-8888 

*PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT.

It’s frustrating to always 
play second fiddle to 
someone else. Kia seems 
to have been holding that 
dubious honour against 
Hyundai, its single largest 
shareholder. Last year, 
Kia raked in sales of close 
to three million vehicles, 
which contributed almost 
40 per cent to Hyundai 
Motor Company’s total 
units sold, consolidating 
Hyundai’s position as the 
world’s fifth largest car 
manufacturer.

So the writing’s on 
the wall: Kia’s baptism 
into the major league 
is imminent. In fact, its 
latest, the Optima, shows 
why it is now a marque 
that holds its own. The 
striking LED headlamps 
and wide tail lights, 
coupled with sharp 
body lines, give the car 
a modern, athletic fascia. 
The automobile has 
beefed-up dimensions 
over its third-generation 
predecessor – longer, 

outgoing model but with 
a 50 per cent stronger 
shell that makes for an 
even safer drive.

In all likelihood, the 
use of cloth and leather 
trims for the cabin was 
to keep costs down 
to achieve the price 
points Kia was gunning 
for. Nonetheless it still 
managed to create a 
cabin that will sit well with 
even the most discerning, 
with the use of tasteful, 
natural colour tones, 
soft-touch materials and 
metallic accents. The 
only snag, perhaps, is the 
TFT LCD display screen, 
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which at 3.8-inch is 
considered minuscule by 
modern standards. All in 
all, though, we think the 
new Optima checks most 
of the boxes for a sporty-
looking family sedan.

wider and taller, 
translating to a higher 
level of occupant 
comfort through 
increased shoulder and 
rear-seat legroom. Still, it 
is 8.6kg lighter than the 


