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Knowing the restrictions that govern 
bus lanes can not only make you a 
safer driver, but also prevent you from 
tangling with the law.

Singapore roads 
are becoming 
crowded. As 
the population 

continues to increase, 
the demands on public 
transportation will be 
stretched. One of the 
most common ways to 
get around is still by 
buses, which car drivers 
need to share the roads 
with.

In 1974, the bus lane 
was introduced to help 
buses move in and out of 
stops smoothly, so as to 
ensure that passengers 
get to their destinations 
as quickly as possible. 
What this means is 
that drivers need to be 
mindful of the traffic laws 
that govern these lanes.

Over the years, the 

concept of the bus lane 
has evolved, becoming 
more onerous for 
drivers. So it pays to 
keep up with the rules 
and regulations.

NORMAL BUS LANES: 
SOLID YELLOW LINE
This line means that you 
cannot drive in the bus 
lanes during operating 
hours on weekdays (see 
box).

FULL-DAY BUS LANES: 
SOLID RED LINE
This line accompanies 
the yellow line on some 
roads. You cannot drive 
in this bus lane between 
the morning and 
evening operating hours 
on weekdays, as well as 
on Saturdays.

MANDATORY GIVE WAY  
TO BUSES
Apart from the bus lane 
lines, some bus stops 
come with a white triangle 
and a large rectangular, 
yellow box with a curved 
arrow. This means that if 
you see a bus trying to pull 
out of the bus stop, you 
need to stop by the white 
triangle and give way to 
the bus.

Drivers should know 
that even if there are no 
traffic wardens in sight, 
they need to bide by 
the rules. CCTV cameras 
installed on buses, 
introduced in 2008, stand 
in as eyes on the lanes on 
behalf of the authorities. 
Thankfully, lane restrictions 
do not apply on Sundays 
and public holidays.Vehicles other than 

scheduled buses, 
bicycles, emergency and 

police vehicles (on urgent 
call) are prohibited from 

using the bus lanes 
during these times. Non-

scheduled buses may 
use the lanes, but are 

prohibited from stopping, 
picking up or letting off 

passengers.

BUS LANE  
OPERATING 

HOURS

DAYS OPERATING HOURS FOR  
NORMAL BUS LANES

OPERATING HOURS FOR  
FULL-DAY BUS LANES

Mondays to Fridays 7.30am to 9.30am
5pm to 8pm

7.30am to 8pm

Saturdays No restriction 7.30am to 8pm

Sundays and public  
holidays

No restriction No restriction
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