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SAFE ROADS 
IN THE FUTURE

The future may be 
unpredictable, but one 
thing we can be sure of 
is that road usage will 
increase in the years to 
come. Technological 
advancement in the 
design of automobiles 
and the way we use 
roads have a strong 
and immediate impact 
on safety and the 
environment going 
forward. 

These elements of 
what can be expected 
for the future of driving 
were the key focus at the 
Asia Pacific Road Safety 
and Mobility Conference 
2015.

Organised by the 
Automobile Association 
of Singapore (AA 
Singapore), together 
with Singapore Road 
Safety Council (SRSC) 
and BMW Group Asia, 
the conference was held 
over two days from 28 
October at Mandarin 
Orchard Hotel. It brought 
together some of the 
world’s top thinkers and 
experts to explore new 
mobility paradigms and  
concepts.

“The world of 

The Asia Pacific Road 
Safety and Mobility 
Conference 2015 
opened eyes to new 
possibilities on the 
roads.

Top: Guest-of-Honour, 
Mr Chee Hong Tat, 
Minister of State, Ministry 
of Health and Ministry 
of Communications and 
Information (left) with  
Mr Bernard Tay, President 
of AA Singapore and 
Chairman of SRSC.

motoring and 
transportation has 
undergone tremendous 
changes,” said Mr 
Bernard Tay, President 
of AA Singapore and 
Chairman of SRSC, in 
his opening address. “In 
2015, 54 per cent of the  
7 billion world population 
is based in cities. This 
is expected to increase 
to 70 per cent by 2050. 
Urban mobility continues 
to be one of the toughest 
challenges faced by the 
growing metropolises.

“The theme of this 
year’s conference is 
Future Mobility, and it 
is indeed timely as we 
have observed in recent 
years how technology 
has enabled new start-
ups (such as Uber, 
GrabTaxi and car pooling 

ecosystems such as 
Ryde) to come about. In 
Singapore, the Intelligent 
Transport system, one 
of the programmes 
under Smart Nation, 
has brought about 
improvement in 
Singapore’s commuting 
experience with 
technological 
applications and 
solutions.”

Mr Tay pointed out that 
advancement in vehicular 
technology cannot come 
without increased safety 
on the road. “Although we 
have seen a reduction in 
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traffic fatalities since early 
this year in Singapore, we 
cannot be complacent. 
Road safety remains a 
key concern for both 
AA Singapore and the 
Singapore Road Safety 
Council.”

Work towards a Smart 
Nation is not just a 
government endeavour. 
Mr Axel Pannes, 
Managing Director, BMW 
Group Asia, spoke of 
the company’s efforts 
in the area with the 
launch of the Future 
Mobility Research 
Lab in April 2014, a 
joint partnership with 
Nanyang Technological 
University. He said: “The 
objective is to conduct 
research and develop 

The conference 
featured presentations 
from industry experts, 
including Dr Cosmas 
Asam, Vice-President, 
Strategy, BMW AG, 
Germany, who spoke 
about how BMW 
interprets road usage 
trends; Professor Tobias 
Wallisser, Co-founder 
of the Laboratory for 
Visionary Architecture 

(LAVA), Germany, 
who provided 

an architect’s 
perspective 
on the effect 
of the future 
automobile 
on the way 
cities will be 

designed; and 
Mr David Ward, 

Secretary General, 
Global NCAP, 

United Kingdom, who 
addressed road safety 
requirements. 

Mr Chee Hong Tat, 
Minister of State, Ministry 
of Health and Ministry 
of Communications 
and Information, was 
the Guest-of-Honour at 
the conference. There 
were opportunities for 
networking, while panel 
forums further touched 
on issues of safety and 
mobility. 

A dinner hosted by AA 
Singapore and attended 
by Guest-of-Honour  
Dr Lam Pin Min, Minister 
of State for Health, 
rounded off the event.

CONFERENCE QUIPS
Pointers raised at the 
Asia Pacific Road Safety 
& Mobility Conference 
2015.

• “Newly automated 
vehicles will enter 
infrastructure 
already crowded 
with millions of 
legacy vehicles. What 
will this mean for drivers 
and their families, 
for our cities and for 
regulators tasked with 
keeping society moving 
efficiently and safely?”  
– Mr Eric Noble, 
Founder, The CARLAB, 
USA

• “Future development 
will evolve around 
energy, agriculture/food 
production and smart 
mobility. These factors 
change the way we live 
as many of these ideas 
are mostly concerned 

with how to  collectively 
and individually deal 
with space.” – Professor 
Tobias Walliser, 
Co-founder of the 
Laboratory for Visionary 
Architecture, Germany

• “In middle-income 
countries, which account 
for 50 per cent of all 
passenger car sales and 
production, many new 
cars are sub-standard; 
lacking life-saving 
technologies like 
crumple zones, airbags 

and electronic stability 
control. This is both 

a major challenge 
and opportunity 
in the ASEAN 
region, which 
is forecasted 
to become the 

world’s fifth largest 
vehicle market 

before the end of the 
decade.” – Mr David 
Ward, Secretary General, 
Global NCAP, UK

in key areas relating to 
future transportation 
and emerging 
technologies such as 
battery technology and 
smart assistant driving 
technologies. BMW has 
also taken first steps 
towards increasing the 
electric-mobility footprint 
here in Singapore 
with the launch of the 
electric BMW i3. For 
us, e-mobility has the 
potential to be a game 
changer.”

Guest-of-Honour for 
AA Dinner, Dr Lam Pin 
Min, Minister of State, 
Ministry of Health

Networking session attended by 
Tunku Idris ibni Sultan Ibrahim, Tunku 

Temenggong Johor, (second from right)


