
26 H I G H W A Y

F E A T U R E

As Singapore gears itself for a larger population of people and 
vehicles, safety on our roads is paramount. Pick up some insights on 

how you can play a role.

SAFETY ON  
OUR MINDS

Looking ahead 
to the next half-
century, one major 
concern is ensuring 

our roads remain safe for 
everyone in a situation 
of more drivers in more 
vehicles and more 
people on the roads.  

There’s reason to be 
optimistic. Last year saw 
fewer fatalities on the 
roads, with the number 
dropping from 155 in 
2014 to 152 in 2015 
(Home Team Annual 
Statistics). The number 
of drink drivers arrested 

fell by an impressive 23 
per cent over the previous 
year, and accidents caused 
by drink drivers, those 
running red lights, and 
speeding also fell (see 
facing page). While these 
statistics may be attributed 
to strict measures like hefty 
fines and demerit points, 
they are also certainly 
about greater awareness, 
safety consciousness  
and education.
 
WHAT WORKS 
SAFE DRIVING COURSE (SDC)
Last November,  the 

Traffic Police initiated 
the SDC to help 
correct dangerous 
driving behaviour and 
encourage better driving 
habits. Drivers who have 
accumulated half or 
more of their maximum 
demerit points are 
invited to attend the SDC. 
When they successfully 
complete the course, 
three demerit points are 
deducted from the total. 
With a 3½ hour theory 
session, and a half-
hour practical session, 
it is conducted by  

ComfortDelGro Driving 
Centre, Singapore Safety 
Driving Centre and Bukit 
Batok Driving Centre.
 
MOBILE SPEED  
CAMERAS (MSC)
MSCs can be deployed in 
less than a week and can 
detect up to 32 vehicles 
at a time. They will be 
introduced and deployed 
in areas with the greatest 
amount of speeding 
and illegal racing. The 
first one was installed 
at Seletar West Link in 
February this year.
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these courses go a long 
way towards becoming 
a better, safer driver. 
AA Singapore is also 
actively involved in 
public education efforts 
at its many member and 
public events.

YOUR ROLE
Apart from the obvious 
ways to be a safe driver 
– such as not speeding, 
staying within your 
lane, slowing down at 
pedestrian crossings, 
not texting or taking 
calls while driving – it is 
vital to:
•  Remain fully 

conscious that you 
are driving a heavy 
machine that makes 
your life easier but 
can also take a life, if 
not handled well.

• Give way; you don’t 
always have to be 
ahead.

• Be an example of 
safe, considerate 
driving to your family 
and children. We all 
have a part to play in 
keeping them safe – 
not only for ourselves 
but also for everyone 
around us.

WHAT NEEDS WORK 1
The number of 
motorcyclists and pillion 
riders injured last year 
rose to 4,875 from 
4,634 in 2014, causing 
the overall number of 
injuries from accidents 
to rise  from 7,809 to 
8,021. The main reason 
for this, according to  
Traffic Police, is that many 
motorcyclists are not 
keeping a proper lookout 
or giving way to traffic.

What you can do: Watch 
out for motorcyclists 
making sudden lane 
changes, and weaving in 
between traffic.
 
WHAT NEEDS WORK 2
Accidents involving 
elderly pedestrians went 
up by 8.8 per cent last 
year from 2014. 

What you can do: 
Accept that the number 
of elderly pedestrians 
will continue to rise; 
this means staying extra 
alert, especially at zebra 
crossings and when the 
lights change. 

Road safety is a 
shared responsibility, 
involving many parties, 

Invented more than 
half a century ago, the 
modern three-point seat 
belt was invented by 
Swedish inventor and 
engineer Nils Bohlin who 
designed ejector seats for 
Saab fighter planes. He 
designed the three-point 
lap and shoulder seat belt 
in 1959 while working on a 
Volvo project.

• Recent research by Road 
Safety Observatory 
found it to be 50% 
effective in preventing 
fatal injuries for drivers, 
and 45% effective in 
preventing serious 
injuries. For front seat 
passengers, it is 45% 
effective in preventing 
fatal injuries or serious 
injuries, and 20% 
effective in preventing 
minor injuries. 

• Seat belt reminder 
(SBR) systems can 
significantly increase 
seat belt wearing rates. 
A European study found 
that wearing rates were 
97.5% in vehicles fitted 
with SBR and 85.5% in 
those without. There 
are also findings that 
link SBR systems with 
a reduced incidence of 
accidents.

NOTE:
Singapore law stipulates 
that drivers and passengers 
are required to wear seat 
belts. Even buses ferrying 
children need to be fitted 
with them. It doesn’t take 
much to strap up, but it 
goes a long way in keeping 
us safe.

BELT 
UP

from Traffic Police and 
Singapore Road Safety 
Council (SRSC) to 
Automobile Association 
of Singapore and you, 
among others. 

AA SINGAPORE’S ROLE
AAS Academy offers 
AA Members courses 
in understanding their 
cars, basic maintenance 
and defensive driving. 
The knowledge and 
skills picked up at 

ROAD ACCIDENTS UPDATE
2014 2015

MOTORCYCLE

ELDERLY

FATALITIES

DRINK DRIVE

RED LIGHT 
RUNNING

SPEED-RELATED

TOTAL

4,634

194
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223

1,363

4,875

211

152

134
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1,197

8,0217,809


