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N E W S ,  H A P P E N I N G S  & 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A T  A A

TRAVELLERS UNITE
About 30 past 
participants of AA 
Singapore’s Autoventure 
driving holidays got 
together to relive their 
memories and share 
experiences over 
dinner and drinks at 
HungryWich, a gourmet 
sandwich and muffin café 
at One North in April. 
Besides slide shows and 
videos showcasing the 
18 trips last year, head 
convoy leader Mr Teoh 
Boon Cheng also briefed 
participants on the 
upcoming event for the 
2nd half of the year.

The highlight of 
this year’s numerous 
driving holiday options 

has to be the 36D35N 
Scenic Drive to China 
in October. Covering 
some of the most 
breathtaking sights in the 
world, the drive heads 
north from Singapore to 
Ipoh, Malaysia, and Hua 
Hin, Thailand, before 
entering China and into 
Kunming on the ninth 
day. Participants will 
enjoy the wonders of 
Zhang Jia Jie, Shangri-la, 

Top: Sharing 
experiences of 

previous driving 
holidays. 

Right: Highlighting 
the attractions of the 

upcoming Scenic 
Drive to China.
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ON A SELF-DRIVE 
TRIP, THERE IS 
SO MUCH MORE 
SCENERY TO BE 

SEEN. ALSO, 
FOR KIASU 

SINGAPOREANS, 
THERE’S SAFETY IN 

NUMBERS – PLUS 
A WALKIE-TALKIE 

FOR CONSTANT 
CONTACT.

Li Jiang and many great 
attractions along the way. 
Five carloads of people 
have already confirmed 
their participation for this 
13,000km trek, which 
promises great stories to 
tell friends and family.

Over Jalapeno cheese 
muffins and roast beef-
eggplant sandwiches,  
past participants 
disclosed that a driving 
holiday provides an 
element of bonding not 
found on other tours.

“We see so much 
more than on the usual 
shopping trips,” said Mr 
Kevin Chew, who with his 
wife, Diane, has been on 
three such drives. “On a 
self-drive trip, there is so 
much more scenery to 
be seen. Also, for kiasu 
Singaporeans, there’s 
safety in numbers – plus a 
walkie-talkie for constant 
contact. And everything 
is taken care of, including 
where to park.” (By 
the time this article is 
published, they would 
have completed yet 
another Autoventure trip 
– this time to Ko Samui.)

Mother and daughter 
Mrs Elizabeth and Ms 
Alethea Goh can attest 
to the fact that driving 
holidays are good for 
bonding. “Because of 
the long hours spent in 

the car, we are forced to 
interact with each other. 
And there’s lots of time 
to sleep, which is good, 
as I can catch up on my 
beauty rest,” said Alethea. 
Her husband does all the 
driving in their Range 
Rover Sport. The elder 
Goh added: “We’ve been 
going on driving holidays 
on our own for over 20 
years. The pace is a lot 
slower than on a typical 
tour holiday. We’re 
seriously considering the 
36-day Autoventure trip 
to China this year.”

Another couple who 
have signed up for the 
China expedition is Mr 
and Mrs Lim, veterans of 
many Autoventure driving 
holidays. To them, the best 
part of the trip is being 
able to visit more places, 
and go off the beaten track, 
something they otherwise 
would not have been able 
to do.

Finally, two gentlemen 
– Mr Wong Sung Kok 
and Mr John Abraham 
– met each other on an 
Autoventure durian-
feast drive and became 
firm friends. “Because of 
similar interests, lasting 
friendships are usually 
made on these driving 
trips,” said Mr Abraham, 
who is migrating to 
Australia but intends 
to take part in one last 
driveaway to Hua Hin  
with Autoventure before 
the move.

Autoventure travellers 
may come from different 
backgrounds and vary in 
age, but they all share a 
passion for driving and an 
interest in hitting the open 
road in search of new and 
exciting places. Along 
the way, friendships are 
made and relationships 
strengthened, while lifelong 
memories are created.

Enjoying muffins 
and sandwiches 
at HungryWich.

Left: Ms Alethea and Mrs 
Elizabeth Goh.

Right: Mr John Abraham 
and Mr Wong Sung Kok.


