
17H I G H W A Y

CYCLIST ALERT
Watching out for people on bicycles is an increasing concern among drivers. 

Anyone travelling 
along our roads 
can see that 
bicycling has 

surged in popularity. 
Not only are there more 
motorised bicycles plying 
the roads, sport cycling is 
also trending on a steep 
incline.

What this means for 
drivers is that they need 
to be more careful on the 
roads. The main thing to 
bear in mind is that the 
roads are to be shared by 
all manner of vehicles. 

Still, having to drive 
alongside cyclists, 
particularly those in 
thousand-dollar bikes 
behaving like they’re at 
the Tour de France, can 
be a trick-and-a-half. 

slowly so as not to 
surprise the cyclists. 

WATCH THE LEFT TURN
Be extra careful when 
you pass a cyclist and 
need to make a left 
turn. Bicyclists often 
ride faster than you 
think and could reach 
your car before you 
negotiate the turn. If 
they do, it’s probably 
better to let them pass 
before you proceed.

OPEN DOOR POLICY
When you’re stopped 
by the road and need 
to get out of the car, 
be watchful of cyclists 
approaching. They 
often try to squeeze 
between your car and 

the kerb to get by. Yes, 
you can argue that the 
cyclists should watch out 
for you, but caution goes 
both ways in avoiding 
altercations.

BEATING LIGHTS
We all know that cyclists 
need to obey the same 
rules as car drivers, 
but just like there are 
errant drivers, there are 
irresponsible cyclists. 
There are some cyclists 
who will run red lights. Be 
extra alert when you go 
through traffic junctions, 
particularly when a cyclist 
is approaching. Expect 
the unexpected and 
you’ll save yourself a lot 
of heartache, if not a life, 
in the process.

SAFETY MATTERS

These two-wheelers 
move soundlessly, 
sometimes weave 
through traffic stopped 
at lights, and take up just 
enough space on a lane 
that sometimes makes it 
dangerous for drivers to 
go past.

Here are a few tips 
regarding cyclists that 
drivers should keep in 
mind to help keep the 
roads safe for everyone.

1.5M MATTERS
You’ve seen this sign 
before. What it means 
is to keep at least 1.5m 
of space between your 
car and the bicycle 
when side-by-side. 
Drivers should also 
pass smoothly and 


