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PAINT 
JOB
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ATTENTION TO DETAIL
The cost of painting 

varies widely based on 
how detailed your paint 

shop is. Will they remove 
the panels? What quality 
control processes are in 
place? Knowing these 
will help evaluate the 

cost. Review forums may 
help but these can’t beat 
a recommendation from 
someone who has used 
the paint shop before. 
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TECH TIPS

Every now and then you’ll want to give your 
car a new coat of paint, perhaps because of an 
accident, or you might have had a change of 

heart. Not all paint jobs are equal, and you don’t 
know what happens behind closed doors once 
you hand your keys over. It’s worth your while, 
and money, to take heed of the following tips.

Things to keep in mind when 
getting your car painted.

TYPES OF CAR PAINT
PROS AND CONS OF 
DIFFERENT KINDS OF 

PAINT

URETHANE
AFFORDABLE AND CAN BE 

SPRAYED OVER ALMOST 
ANY KIND OF PAINT. LONG-

LASTING AND HIGHLY 
DURABLE, BUT IT MAY BE 

PLASTIC-LOOKING.

ACRYLIC
PRODUCES A NICE GLOSSY 
FINISH. ACRYLIC ENAMEL 

PAINT PRODUCES A 
DURABLE HARD SHELL, 

WHILE ACRYLIC LACQUER 
PAINT DOES NOT LAST AS 
LONG AND MAY FADE IN 

SUNLIGHT OVER TIME.
 

METALLIC
OFFERS A COOL EFFECT 

AND IS POPULAR ON SPORTS 
CARS. WHILE UNIQUE, 

COLOUR MATCHING MAY BE 
CHALLENGING WHEN YOU 

NEED TO REPAINT A PART OF 
YOUR CAR.
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COLOUR MATCHING
This is particularly 

important if you’re not 
getting the whole car 

painted. Most cars come 

with colour codes of the 
exact colour. These days, 

most paint shops just 
enter the code and voila, 

they’re able to obtain 
the exact shade. But the 

paint on your car may 
have faded over time, 
and the newly painted 
portion may not match 
the older parts. A good 

paint shop will be able to 
compensate by altering 
the hue of the paint, or 
painting specific areas 

within the seams to 
minimise the difference.

PROPER MASKING
Parts of the car that you 

don’t want paint on 
must be protected with 
masking tape. Observe 
the shop’s process to 
determine if you’re 
comfortable with it. 

Look at a car that’s been 
painted by them and 
check the paintwork 

along the rubber seams. 
A good shop will not just 
mask over the seam but 

will paint under it.


