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PRECARIOUS 
STREETS

Each year, nearly 1.3 
million people die on the 
world’s roads as a result 
of road traffic collisions. 
This accounts for more 
than 3,000 deaths each 
day and up to 50 million 
people are seriously 
injured in road traffic 
accidents worldwide, 
with many disabled 
for life. More than half 
of these victims were 
not travelling in a car. 
Half of those killed are 
vulnerable users such as 
pedestrians, cyclists and 
other road users.

More than 500 
children are killed on the 
world’s roads every day. 
This sobering fact led 
renowned film director 
Luc Besson and the 
Fédération Internationale 
de l’Automobile (FIA)
to come together to 
produce the film Save 
Kids Lives. The film 
sends a potent visual 
message, highlighting 
the dangers on roads 

If we’re not 
careful, the roads 
can be a lethal 
environment for 
both drivers and 
pedestrians alike. 
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late, pledge 
to be a safer road 
user today. 

around the world. It 
was released in support 
of the #SaveKidsLives 
campaign, a call for 
action to stop the 
growing number of 
road deaths worldwide. 
Watch the film at 
savekidslives2015.org.  

In Singapore, the 
number of total road 
accident casualties, 
including road injuries, 
have been on the 
rise, despite seeing a 
decrease in the trend 
for fatal accidents. 
Road safety is a shared 
responsibility and more 
can be done to instil 
good road sense into all 
road users. 

AA Singapore is 
an affiliate of FIA’s 
extensive network of 
automobile associations 
and is proud to 
participate in safety 
campaigns in support of 
the UN Decade of Action 
for Road Safety 2011–
2020. This movement 
aims to save 5 million lives 
and reduce road-related 
injuries by 50 million 
worldwide over 10 years, 
from 2011 to 2020. 

AA Singapore has been 
actively participating 
in the campaign by 
encouraging the public 
to sign on #SaveKidsLives 
pledge walls at many 
of its events, including 

the recent Wheels, Reels 
and Carnival 2015. 
AA Members and the 
participants of the Asia 
Pacific Road Safety and 
Mobility Conference and 
Singapore Road Safety 
Month have also pledged 
their commitment towards 
safer motoring. 

 We cannot be 
complacent in promoting 
road safety. By observing 
the 10 Golden Rules 
for Safer Motoring and 
encouraging the public 
to pen their signatures for 
this good cause, we hope 
to raise consciousness 
among the public and 
make a difference to all 
road users.
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On January 14, FIA 
President Jean Todt met 
Pope Francis in Rome to 
outline the need to raise 
awareness of today’s road 
safety challenge for children 
around the world, and the 
need for governments and 
communities to prioritise 
traffic safety. 

Mr Todt, accompanied by 
Ms Michelle Yeoh, actress 
and Ambassador for Road 
Safety, Mr Christian Friis 
Bach, Executive Secretary of 
the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), and Mr Angelo 
Sticchi Damiani, President 
of the Automobile Club 

SUPPORT FROM THE POPE
d’Italia (ACI), presented 
the Pope with the film Save 
Kids Lives, in support of the 
#SaveKidsLives campaign. 
Pope Francis showed great 
interest in the cause and 
signed the Child Declaration 
for Road Safety in support 
of the campaign. “We 
warmly thank His Holiness 
for his time today to discuss 
road safety,” said Mr Todt. 
“Road crashes are one of 
the most pressing global 
challenges of our time. 
Pope Francis’ support of the 
#SaveKidsLives campaign 
will help raise awareness of 
the 500 children who lose 
their lives every day on the 

1. Belt up
2. Respect the highway code
3. Obey the speed limit
4. Check my tyres
5. Drive sober
6. Protect my children
7. Pay attention 
8. Stop when I’m tired
9. Wear a helmet
10. Be courteous and considerate

world’s roads and help us 
spread the message that this 
tragedy can be prevented.”

Taking the lead in road 
safety, AA Singapore has 
also been promoting 
road safety awareness 
through the distribution 
of car decals that read 
“Always Belt-up Children”, 
and organising road 
safety quizzes on social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook and the AA 
Connections e-newsletter.

Besides drivers, 
motorcyclists, cyclists 
and pedestrians also 
need to recognise that 
they, too, have a part 
to play in keeping the 

roads safe. Pedestrians 
are a vulnerable group 
of road users. In a traffic 
accident, they are more 
likely to sustain serious 
or fatal injuries than 
drivers. Risky behaviour 
from pedestrians can 
put drivers in peril as 
they may not be able 
to stop their vehicle 
quickly in an emergency. 
One common cause of 
accidents is jaywalking, 
which many pedestrians, 
despite knowing its 
potential dangers, 
choose to do. 

Everyone needs to 
be alert on the roads. 
Practising good road 

safety habits is a shared 
responsibility in ensuring 
better roads for all.  
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