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N E W S ,  H A P P E N I N G S  & 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A T  A A

DEADLY HABITS
Technological 
advancements have led 
to an increased reliance 
on mobile phones. And 
their use in vehicles 
has become one of the 
world’s top concerns for 
risky behaviour on the 
road.

Looking at your phone 
while driving affects the 
overall reaction time and 
ability to maintain a safe 
following distance. It can 
increase reaction times 
to braking or stopping at 
traffic lights, impair ability 
to keep to the correct 
lane, and reduce overall 
awareness of driving 
situations.

Apart from being 
a visual distraction, 
mobile phones are also 
a cognitive distraction 
(mind off the road) and 
physical distraction 
(hands off the steering 
wheel). Studies suggest 
that distracted drivers are 
around four times more 
likely to be involved in 
traffic accidents. A more 
alarming find reveals that 
drivers who attempt to 
text and drive can be 20 
times more likely to crash 
than focused ones.

With the proliferation 
of the Internet age, 
smartphone habits 
have since expanded 
to include social media 
engagement. In a 
research conducted by 
AT&T, four in 10 users 
are checking in with 
social media apps, three 
in 10 are performing 

Distracted driving is a serious threat to road safety.

web searches, and one 
in 10 is on video chat. 
Other findings include 17 
percent of smartphone 
users snap selfies/photos 
while driving, and 12 
percent shoot videos.

Locally, the number of 
mobile-phone offences 
on the road increased 
12.4 percent from 2,938 
cases in 2012 to 3,354 
in 2014. According to a 
recent survey done in 
2015 by AIG Singapore, 
63 percent of drivers 
admitted to engaging in 
unsafe behaviour behind 
the wheel. A separate 

THE SCARIEST 
PART IS THAT 
THESE FOLKS 
AGREE THAT 

THEIR ACTIONS 
CONSTITUTE 
DANGEROUS 

DRIVING 
BEHAVIOUR, YET 
STILL CHOOSE TO 

DO IT.

17%
OF SMARTPHONE 
USERS SNAP 
SELFIES/
PHOTOS  

WHILE DRIVING review released by 
Samsung in 2013 found 
that a staggering 83 
percent of the 513 adult 
drivers surveyed had 
used their mobile phones 
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while driving. The scariest 
part is that these folks 
agree that their actions 
constitute dangerous 
driving behaviour, yet still 
choose to do it.

With effect from 1 
February 2015, the 
offence of using mobile 
phones while driving 
has been expanded to 
include the use of any 
mobile communication 
device, including but 
not limited to tablet 
computers, laptop 
computers, two-way 
radios and the like.

While it is not 
an offence to use a 
handheld mobile device 
while the vehicle is 
stationary, motorists 

YOU OPERATE THE 
DEVICE WHILE 
DRIVING, SUCH 

AS PLAYING 
GAMES, READING 
E-BOOKS, EMAILS 
AND DOCUMENTS, 

CHECKING GPS 
MAPS, AND SO 

FORTH. 

IT’S ILLEGAL TO 
USE YOUR MOBILE 

DEVICE WHEN:

YOUR VEHICLE IS 
IN MOTION

YOU’RE HOLDING THE 
DEVICE IN AT LEAST 

ONE HAND WHEN 
DRIVING

4IN10
USERS ARE CHECKING IN WITH  

SOCIAL MEDIA APPS

3IN10
ARE PERFORMING  

WEB SEARCHES

63% OF DRIVERS 
ADMITTED TO 
ENGAGING IN 

UNSAFE BEHAVIOUR 
BEHIND THE WHEEL

who are distracted by 
their phones may still 
be charged for failing to 
maintain proper control 
of their vehicles. The 

best way to prevent 
endangering yourself 
and others is to keep 
your phone away from 
you while you’re driving.

SMARTPHONE 
ADDICTION

MOBILE PHONE 
OFFENCES  

ON THE ROAD 
INCREASED FROM

3,354
IN 2014

CASES IN 2012  
TO

2,938 


