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TOO CLOSE 
FOR COMFORT
Keeping your distance from the car in front is key to 
preventing accidents.

Driving on one 
of our many 
expressways 
these days 

can be a bit of a 
gamble. Increasingly, 
we encounter jams that 
sprout out of nowhere, 
regardless of the time 
of day. More often than 
not, these are caused by 
accidents that are the 
result of people driving 
too close to each other at 
high speeds.

Common sense often 

in front depending on 
how fast we’re travelling. 
But this was confusing 
and difficult to determine. 
It’s tough estimating how 
many cars can fit into the 
space between yours and 
the one in front, let alone 
calculate how many car 
lengths or how fast you’re 
going, when you’re 
barrelling down the PIE 
trying to make it in time 
to pick up your kid from 
school.

The consensus these 
days is that you need 
to abide by the “three-
second rule”. To do this, 
keep a three-second 
time lag between you 
and the car in front. Just 
mark out a point by the 
side of the road, like a 
spot on the safety railing 
along the expressway. 
As the car in front of 
you passes that mark, 
count to three slowly 
(“one one-thousand, two 
one-thousand, three one-
thousand”). Your vehicle 
should pass that same 
mark only at the end of 
the third count.

This is a simple 
method that not only 
helps you keep a safe 
distance from the 
vehicle in front, it is also 
applicable regardless of 
how fast you’re travelling. 
And it goes a long way 
towards preventing that 
fender-bender that too 
frequently clogs up our 
highways.

SAFETY MATTERS

eludes the best of us 
when we’re in a rush – or, 
worse, are distracted 
by something in our car 
like screaming children 
or messages on our 
smartphone. Of course 
these can be averted, 
or at least their chances 
reduced, if we keep our 
distance from the cars in 
front.

The old Highway Code 
dictated that we keep 
a certain number of car 
lengths from the vehicle 

1
Slow down, switch lanes and 

let the car behind pass.

2
If you’re already on the slow 
lane, and travelling slowly, 
wind down your window 

and wave the car past.

3
Do not slam on your 

brakes as a warning. It only 
provokes road rage and 

makes the situation worse.

WHAT TO 
DO WHEN 

YOU’RE 
TAILGATED


