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OUR AUTO EXPERTS 
ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE 
MAIN CAUSES OF 
BATTERY FAILURE?
Leaving the headlights 
on, having a large 
number of in-car 
accessories, and irregular 
use of the car can drain 
the battery. When a 

you’ll hear a slow 
cranking sound or 
distinctive clicking 
when starting the 
car. Sometimes 
the engine won’t 
crank over. If your 

don’t attempt to 
jump-start it if you 
are not familiar with the 
procedure — it’s best to 
engage a professional.

HOW SHOULD I 
CARE FOR MY  
CAR BATTERY?
Drive your vehicle 
regularly; monitor the 
battery’s charging rate 
each time you service 
your car; unplug in-car 

accessories when not 
in use; keep the battery 
case clean (grease the 
contact points to prevent 
rust and corrosion); 
secure the battery 

In typical Singapore 
weather, car batteries 
last 24 months on 
average.

WHAT DO THE 
NUMBERS 
ON MY TYRES 
MEAN?
They offer 
information on the 
tyres’ specs, such 
as size, construction 
type, type of vehicle it 
is designed for, speed 
rating, maximum load, 
and date of manufacture. 
For example, if the tyre 
size is 195/60 R15 92H, it 
means that the tyre width 
is 195mm, the sidewall 
height is 60% of that 
particular tyre’s width, 
and the rim size is 15 

inches. The ‘R’ indicates 
radial construction. 
The load rating is 
92, indicating the 
maximum load in 
kilogramme each 
tyre can support. 

The ‘H’ refers to the 

speed rating, which is the 
maximum speed the tyre 
can sustain. You’ll need 
to refer to a speed rating 
table to determine this; 
in this case, it is 210km/h. 
Now you know how to 
select the right tyres for 
your car.

HOW SHOULD I CARE 
FOR MY TYRES?
Make sure that the 
pressure is appropriate 
for your type of tyre. 
Wrong pressures can 
not only shorten the 
lifespan of tyres, they 
can also result in rough 
rides and increased 
fuel consumption. 
Conducting regular 

rotation, alignment and 
inspections can help 
you save money. 
Tyres should be 
replaced if the tread 
is worn beyond  
the recommended 
tread-depth level  
or if the sidewall  

is damaged.

to minimise 
vibration; and 
check that 
the battery 

correct if you’re 
using non-
maintenance-
free batteries. 
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