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OLD-SCHOOL 
COOL

Michael Deere is a guy’s 
guy. However, listening 
to the 61-year-old wax 
lyrical about his 1973 

like watching a kid talk 
about his experience in a 
candy store.

“My love of cars dates 
back to my childhood. 

Motoring enthusiasts spend a day appreciating 
timeless automobiles.

[This Triumph] is a model 
I’ve always liked since I 
was 18. I couldn’t afford 
it then, but one day when 
I was considerably older, 
one came up for sale and 
I bought it,” he said.

Deere was part of a 
bevy of vintage car and 
motorcycle enthusiasts 
invited to Motoring 
Heritage Day, held on 
11 Sep 2016. They got 
to show off their prized 
vehicles and share their 
passion with the public.

Organised by the 
Malaysia Singapore 

Vintage Car 
Register (MSVCR) 

and co-
sponsored by 
AA Singapore 
and Bosch, 
the annual 
event aims 
to make 
motoring 
tradition 

accessible to the public, 
and celebrate the charm 
of historical vehicles.

The event also 
comprised a Concours 
competition, where 
vintage vehicles were 
judged based on their 
condition.

For the owners, 
winning is icing on 
the cake. Regular 
maintenance of their 
vehicles is part and 
parcel of their passion, 
according to retired 
businessman Larry 
Lim, another ardent 
enthusiast.

“You must love this, 
otherwise it will seem 
like a chore. I keep my 
cars in a car cocoon, 
where there is controlled 
humidity. That way, the 
rubber won’t deteriorate, 
the woodwork won’t 
shrink, the leather won’t 
crack, and the metal 

AA Singapore CEO  
Mr Lee Wai Mun (left) 
with Mr Larry Lim, 
whose 1970 Rolls-
Royce Corniche 
Convertible won first 
prize in the Modern 
Classic category

Vintage cars and motorcycles 
take centre stage, enthralling 
the public at Motoring 
Heritage Day  

won’t corrode,” he 
explained.

He’s the big winner 
of the day, as three of 
his cars won prizes. 
Stealing the show was his 
90-year-old Rolls-Royce 
Connaught Tourer, which 

Vintage category.
“I had it restored 35 

years ago. People are 
always surprised it can 
still run,” he revealed.

But no matter their 
background, the 
common thread binding 
these enthusiasts was 
their appreciation for 
engineering as an art form.

“I used to tear apart 
motorbikes in my 
backyard, then try to 
put them back together 
again. I really like old 
things; they represent a 
period in design that I 
think is great,” said Kevin 
White, 52, whose Vincent 
Comet and Triumph Tiger 

place respectively in the 
motorcycles category.

Hoping to cultivate 
awareness and interest 
in Singapore’s motoring 
past, David Christie, 
Honorary Assistant 
Secretary of the MSVCR, 
said, “After all, we are but 
mere custodians of these 
historical gems for future 
enthusiasts.”


