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WE WOULD LIKE TO 
THANK OUR MEMBERS 
FOR THEIR LETTERS. 
THE TWO FEATURED 
CONTRIBUTORS WON 

THEMSELVES $20 
SPIZZA VOUCHERS.

 IF YOU HAVE A MOTORING 
OR TRANSPORTATION 
ISSUE YOU’D LIKE TO 

RAISE, WE’D LIKE TO HEAR  
FROM YOU! EMAIL US AT  
AASMAIL@AAS.COM.SG 

AND YOU COULD WIN 
AN ATTRACTIVE PRIZE. 

LETTERS MAY  
BE EDITED FOR LENGTH 

OR CLARITY.

DOUBLE WHITE LINE 
EXTENSION ON MCE
I travel daily on the MCE 
and am particularly 
concerned about the 
KPE/ECP exit towards 
Changi Airport.

There are double 
white lines at the exit 
but I think they do not 
extend far enough. As 
a result, we frequently 
see cars that are headed 
towards the KPE 
suddenly swerving into 
the ECP lanes at the last 
minute. This sometimes 
causes congestion, or 
cars behind to brake 
suddenly. There are 
already sufficient signs 
reminding those headed 
towards the ECP to keep 
to the two leftmost lanes, 
but I suppose these 
drivers would rather not 
queue in relatively slower 
traffic.

I suggest that the 
authorities seriously 
consider extending the 
double white lines over 
a longer stretch (at least 
another 100-200m) and 
step up enforcement 
action on those crossing 
these double white 
lines. “Get in Lane” 
signs would also 
be useful.
PHILIP OU 
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LOOK BEFORE 
TURNING ON RED
I refer to the letter in 
May/Jun issue on the 
topic of “Free turns on 
red”. Although this saves 
time for some, I have 
seen drivers take this 
for granted. I usually 

travel from Cluny Road 
towards Evans Road. At 
the junction coming out 
from the Botanic Gardens 
Visitor Centre, there is 
a “turn left on red” sign. 
Motorists coming down 
the slope towards Evans 
Road would have noticed 
that those turning left 
on red from the Visitor 
Centre do not even stop 
to ascertain if they have 
right of way. Although 
“turning left on red” is a 
good move, drivers who 
are doing so should also 
look out for traffic. The 
sign should act as an 
equivalent to “give way” 
or “stop”. Instead of saving 
time, you may lose more 
time if an accident occurs. 
DAWN LIEW

22-23 TALKSHOP.indd   22 18/8/16   10:48 AM



23H I G H W A Y

I’M DRIVING A SEVEN-YEAR-
OLD JAPANESE CAR. EVERY 
TIME I START THE ENGINE, 
THE ENGINE SPEED GOES UP 
TO 2,000RPM. WHEN I STOP 
AT THE TRAFFIC LIGHT, THE 
SPEED STAYS AT 1,500RPM 
FOR ABOUT THREE SECONDS 
BEFORE LOWERING TO 
ABOUT 950RPM. I TRIED 
SWITCHING THE AIR-
CONDITIONING ON AND 
OFF, BUT IT MAKES NO 
DIFFERENCE. WHY IS 
THIS SO AND SHOULD 
I BE WORRIED? 
Idling engine speed is 
electronically controlled. 
It does not require any 
adjustment unless there is 
some modification, such as the 
installation of a special air filter. 

Check the throttle cable to see 
if there is any obstruction. If there 
is none, the fault may be related to 
the throttle body. Send your car to a 
workshop for a proper diagnosis.  

HOW SHOULD I USE/MAINTAIN 
MY BRAKES PROPERLY? 

To ensure optimal brake 
performance, have your brakes 

checked regularly by a service 
mechanic during periodic 

servicing to ensure that 
they are in good working 
condition. What most 
drivers do not realise 
is that the condition of 
the brake discs or pads 
affects the braking action 

and stopping distance. In 
wet weather conditions, it is 

advisable to tap your brakes 
gently after driving through 

shallow water to help get rid of 
moisture within the brakes. 

Brake fluid level should also be 
checked monthly and must be replaced 
periodically at intervals recommended 
by your vehicle’s manufacturer.

Replacing brake fluid is necessary 
to remove moisture contamination. As 
the fluid soaks up moisture, it thickens 
and becomes more susceptible to heat 
and corrosion. The result is a significant 
drop in the fluid’s boiling temperature 
and this may allow the fluid to boil in 
the callipers. Once the fluid turns to 
vapour, the bubbles cause an increase 
in the distance the pedal is required  
to travel in order to efficiently apply  
the brakes. 

Similarly, air bubbles could also have 
entered the system while repairs were 
being made. Air must be removed from 
brake fluid because it is compressible 
and can prevent a full, firm pedal. 

WHY IS MY CAR’S 
SPEEDOMETER 
NOT WORKING 
PROPERLY? 
There could be many 
reasons for speedometer 
malfunction. Traditional 

speedometers make 
use of gears and wires to 

determine speed, while most 
modern vehicles use electronic 

speed sensors. Some common 
problems include a faulty sensor, a dial 
malfunction or bad wiring. The solution 
usually calls for a replacement of the 
speed sensor or cable. 

WHY ARE MY BRAKES MAKING 
NOISE? WHAT SHOULD I DO TO 
RECTIFY THEM?
Brakes should be 
relatively quiet when 
applied. The first 
sign of brake 
wear is when you 
start hearing a 
squeaking sound. 
If you hear a 
metallic scraping 
noise when 
braking, it would 
indicate that your 
brake pads are worn out 
and require a repair job. Get 
your brakes checked immediately.   
Worn brakes are dangerous to the 
vehicle as they may not be able to 
stop your vehicle safely and efficiently. 
Badly worn brakes may also cause the 
brakes to fail. 

Alternatively, brake pads made from 
semi-metallic material could also cause 
a high-pitched squeal when brakes 
are applied. While this is not serious, 
the only way to resolve the issue is to 
replace the pads. 
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