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VINTAGE ROCKS
After a 63-year run, 
Volkswagen finally 
brought the curtains 
down on its iconic 
Kombi van in 2013. 
But if you happen to 
drive through a part 
of Yio Chu Kang Road, 
you may just chance 
upon a fleet of these 
hippie beauties parked 
outside a nostalgic 
eatery juxtaposed with 
contemporary touches. 
Kombi Rocks diner is 
the brainchild of Mr Lim 
Tian Hai, who infused 
his passion for classic 
vehicles into a refreshed 

concept of an old 
restaurant started by his 
late father.

From the name of his 
diner to the interesting 
collection of Kombis 
parked outside – some 
of which date back to 
the early 1960s – you 
can sense the 40-year-
old’s love of motoring 
collectibles. He has 
acquired over 20 classic 
automobiles over the 
years, among the more 
unique being a 1962 
Chevrolet Impala he 
bought in May 2014.

After the original 
owner passed on in 

1980, the car was kept 
in storage for almost 
35 years before Mr Lim 
managed to contact its 
caretaker. He bought the 
Impala, spent the next 
two years overhauling its 
engine and brakes, fitted 
an air conditioner, and 
waited close to a year 
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Singaporeans love all things new but when it comes to cars, these 
two gentlemen still have a penchant for the good old days.
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 “I’VE RESCUED 
MORE THAN 
15 CLASSIC 
CARS AND 

SUBSEQUENTLY 
SOLD SOME 
TO FRIENDS 

WHOM I KNOW 
WILL EXPEND 

THE EFFORT TO 
MAINTAIN THEM 

WELL.” 
MR LIM TIAN HAI
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“IT’S THE KIND 
OF CAR THAT 

PROVIDES 
PURE DRIVING 

PLEASURE IN A 
VERY SIMPLE, 
RELIABLE AND 

BEAUTIFUL 
PACKAGE. EVERY 

TIME YOU DRIVE IT, 
IT FEELS A LITTLE 

DIFFERENT.”
MR TAN TEE KEON

for the Land Transport 
Authority (LTA) to approve 
its being driven on our 
roads again.

He now pays $280 in 
annual road tax for the 
vehicle. It allows him to 
take this 4-litre, 5.2m-long 
grand dame out for 28 
days a year under LTA’s 
Classic Vehicle Scheme.

“I’ve rescued more 
than 15 classic cars and 
subsequently sold some 
to friends whom I know 
will expend the effort to 
maintain them well,” quips 
Mr Lim. He also rents out 
prized collections for 
weddings and corporate 
events to help offset the 
cost spent on restoring 
them.

For now, his 
sentimental favourite 
is a 1967 Porsche 912, 
which went through a 
facelift and an engine 
overhaul among other 
improvements. Like many 
motoring enthusiasts, he 
had always dreamt about 
owning a Porsche, thus 
the special attention paid 
to progressively enhance 
it over the last eight years. 

TIMELESS PERFORMANCE
While on the subject of 
Porsche-related desires, 
there is one man whose 
devotion to his Porsche 
is simply steadfast. 
That is, when he is not 
too busy wearing his 
professional hat as a 
property developer.

Mr Tan Tee Keon’s 
love affair with air-cooled 
Porsches started nine 
years ago, when he 
forked out $70,000 for a 
1990 Porsche 964. The 
German automobile 
giant claims that over 70 
per cent of all Porsches 
ever built are still on 
the roads today, which 
speaks volumes about its 
engineering supremacy. 
That is also one reason 

years. Weekends over six 
months were spent in a 
Kuala Lumpur workshop, 
where the car was 
stripped, restored and 
seemingly rebuilt from 
the inside out. He spent 
$20,000 to revive the 
Porsche with an enlivened 
engine, upgraded 
suspension, a fresh coat 
of paint and a completely 
new interior with blood-
red Recaro seats. The 
result: a thoroughbred, 
track-suited race car 
with a greater emphasis 
on performance than 
comfort.

Although his is not the 
easiest of cars to drive 
by modern standards, 
Mr Tan affirms that the 
Porsche is a true driver’s 
vehicle. “It’s the kind of 
car that provides pure 
driving pleasure in a 
very simple, reliable and 
beautiful package. Every 
time you drive it, it feels a 
little different.” He loves 
the drive so much that 

when he is not in Vietnam 
building affordable 
homes, he uses the 
Porsche here every day.

So is it cost-effective 
to maintain a classic 
car? He says: “A Porsche 
is generally reliable, 
although an old car 
can occasionally come 
with electrical bugs. 
Before the restoration, 
sometimes the sunroof 
wouldn’t shut, and that 
meant a free shower 
when it rained!”

Mr Tan thinks his 26-year-
old car makes for a 
great investment. He 
points out that a 964 
today, depending on 
its condition, can fetch 
anywhere from $120,000 
to $160,000.

In 2015, he decided 
to breathe new life into 
this classic charmer 
after driving it for eight 
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