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OUR EXPERTS ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS ON DRIVING

If you have motoring or technical issues relating to your 
car, AA Singapore’s professionals are here to help. Send 
your questions to aasmail@aas.com.sg.

The knock sensor detects the 
sound made by the engine 
when the octane level of 
the gasoline is too low for 
current operating conditions. 
The Electronic Control 
Module uses this information 
to adjust the engine spark 
timing to alleviate the 

The car’s timing chain runs 
inside the engine as it has 
to be lubricated by engine 
oil. A timing chain doesn’t 
need to be replaced unless 
there is a problem with it. 
You can avoid potential 
problems by maintaining the 
car engine in good condition 
and having the engine oil 
replaced at recommended 
intervals. Maintaining the 
proper oil level will ensure 
that the timing chain is well-
lubricated and lasts longer.

A Cruise Control system 
accurately maintains the 
driver’s desired set speed 
without intervention from 
the driver, by actuating 
the throttle-
accelerator 
pedal linkage. 
A modern 
automotive 
cruise 
control is a 
control loop 
that takes 
over control 
of the throttle 
and holds the 
vehicle speed 
at a set value. 
The driver can set 

the Cruise Control with 
the cruise switches, usually 
located on the steering 
wheel or turning signal stalk.  

To deactivate cruise 
control, step on your brake 
pedal or press the cruise on/
off button again.

WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THE 
CRUISE CONTROL 
SYSTEM?
TAN KENG MENG

If none of the power 
windows activate when you 
press the switches, the fault 
could be a blown fuse in the 
power window circuit, or a 
short circuit. Check the fuse 
first. If the fuse has blown, 

there could be an overload 
in the power window circuit. 
Try replacing the blown 
fuse with a new one. If the 
new fuse still blows, there 
is a short in the wiring that 
needs to be fixed. If the 
windows work after the fuse 
is replaced, the problem 
may have been caused by a 
temporary power overload.

Otherwise if the fuse is 
fine, there could be a break 
in the wiring where power is 
routed to the power window 
and switches. A workshop 
can identify and trace the 
wires in the circuit to rectify 
the problem accordingly.

knocking sound caused by 
the air/fuel mixture. The 
knock sensor is located on 
the top rear of the engine 
nestled behind and under 
the intake manifold.

I DRIVE A 
JAPANESE 1.6 
AUTO CAR. THE 
SWITCH BUTTON 
FOR THE POWER 
WINDOW DOESN’T 
WORK WHEN I 
PRESS IT, WHY?
PHILLIP CHONG

WHAT IS A KNOCK 
SENSOR AND 
WHERE IS IT? 
LIM SENG WEE

WHEN DO I NEED 
TO REPLACE MY 
CAR’S TIMING 
CHAIN?
KIMBERLEY WONG
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