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FREE TURNS ON RED
Driving in Singapore can 
be quite stressful. With the 
increase in cars, traffic and 
construction everywhere we 
turn, I often find myself taking 
longer than usual to get to 
where I’m going. It is with this 
in mind that I was quite happy 
to see that there are some 
junctions that allow cars to turn 
left even when the traffic light 
is red.

This is something that is 
found in countries like the US, 
and makes absolute sense 
in some situations. It is very 
frustrating to have to wait at 
the light at some intersections, 
when it is obvious we are able 
to make a turn to the correct 
side of the street without 
causing any inconvenience or 
danger to anyone.

LACK OF EXITS AT 
TAN KAH KEE 
STATION
As a resident of Bukit Timah, 
it’s wonderful to see the 
Downtown Line Stage 2 
up and running. Schools, 
residents and businesses in 
the area will indeed benefit 
from this spanking new 
MRT trunk. But the design 
of the Tan Kah Kee Station, 
located just in front of Hwa 
Chong Institution, leaves me 
concerned.

While the platforms 
and overall design of this 
station is remarkable and 
beautifully constructed, 
there is only one way that 
passengers exiting can 
get out. This is by a single 

escalator connecting the 
station to the road above. 
Yes, there is also an elevator 
for those who need it, but 
this cannot be considered a 
viable second exit point.

My concern is that if there 
were to be an emergency 
in the station that causes 
panic, this single point of 
exit can be a hazard. If there 
is another way to get out 
of the station apart from 
this single escalator, I can’t 
find it. The authorities may 
need to rethink this matter 
and offer an alternative. If 
anything, it should open 
their eyes to how they 
design and build future 
stations for the safety of all 
passengers.
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I applaud the authorities 
for having the good sense to 
have the “Free Turn On Red” 
allowance in action, and hope 
that they consider it for other 
appropriate intersections 
across Singapore.


