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OUR EXPERTS ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS ON DRIVING

If you have motoring or technical issues relating to your 
car, AA Singapore’s professionals are here to help. Send 
your questions to aasmail@aas.com.sg.

WHEN I RESTART 
MY CAR AFTER 
HAVING DRIVEN IT 
ON A HIGHWAY, THE 
EXHAUST EMITS 
THICK, LIGHT-
COLOURED SMOKE.
XS CUA 
Usually this is caused by 
condensation in the exhaust 
system, which heats up when 
the car is driven for a long 
period and/or at highway 
speeds. When it shuts down, 
moisture from the ambient air 
condenses and collects inside 

I JUST REPLACED 
FOUR TYRES. DO 
THEY  REQUIRE 
ANY SPECIAL 
TREATMENT?
RONALD MILLER

Your new tyres will likely 
feel different from the 
tyres that were replaced. 
Drive carefully until you 
become familiar with their 
performance and handling. 

It’s important to stay 
cautious when braking, 

CAN I USE 
WATER INSTEAD 
OF ENGINE 
COOLANT FOR 
MY COOLING 
SYSTEM? 
SHUI GAN 

It is not 
recommended 
to replace the 
engine coolant 
with water. Engine 
coolant/antifreeze 
consists of multi-
functional properties 
vital to the operation of 
the engine. A good engine 
coolant/antifreeze should 
encompass the following 
features:

•  Prevent corrosion
•  Excellent heat transfer
•  Protect from freezing
•  Prevent scale build-up
•  Compatible with hard 

water

MY CAR IS HAVING 
A MAJOR BRAKE 
PROBLEM. AS 
I DRIVE, THE 
BRAKES WILL 
LOCK DOWN 
TIGHT. IF I LET 
THE CAR SIT AND 
COOL OFF, IT GOES 
AWAY. WHAT IS 
THE PROBLEM? 
JK CHONG

The first step to diagnosing 
the problem would be to 
figure out which brakes 
are locking up. You can do 
so by confirming that you 
are unable to rotate that 
particular wheel. 

The cause for your 
brakes locking up could 
be a stuck or faulty brake 
caliper and/or brake caliper 
hose. There is a possibility 
that you will need to 
replace one or both items.

the exhaust. When you next 
drive the car, the moisture 
escapes from the exhaust 
as steam. Sometimes, water 
even drips from the end of 
the tailpipe. 

accelerating, cornering, and 
especially when driving in 
the rain. These are the times 
when the differences will be 
most noticeable.

•  Stable at high 
temperatures

•  Compatible with plastics 
and elastomers used in the 
engine

•  Low foaming


